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We last reported results in 2012-
2013 when we were working under 
the “old” assessment system. The new 
assessment brings with it a new way 
to report the data. Since there is a lot 
that has changed, our goal is to make 
this information understandable and 
helpful.

The first big change comes from 
how the score on the test is calcu-
lated. Under the old system, we were 
given a number that reflected how 
many students were proficient on 
the assessment. Now, we are given a 
median scaled score. So, what does 
that mean? A scaled score is convert-
ed from the score points attained by 
the student on the test. Scaled scores 
make it easier to identify a student’s 
performance level as well as strengths 
and areas for growth in the content 
area.  Scaled scores range from 220 to 
380 on this assessment. The median 
score is the middle score of all of the 
students who took that assessment at 
that level. By using the median scaled 
score, we are able to compare all stu-
dents in the same grade who took the 
test in the school, the district, and the 
state.

In the charts provided in this publi-
cation, you will find the building medi-
an scaled score for each grade level in 
English Language Arts (ELA) and Math. 
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It has been a long time coming and 
now it is here. We are finally able to 
share Haysville School District’s Kan-
sas Assessment Program results for 
the 2014-2015 school year. 
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We’ve also included the state and dis-
trict median scaled scores. Keep in 
mind that as changes have been made 
and the Kansas Assessment Program 
has evolved, these scores are baseline 
scores and cannot be compared to 
previous years. 

Not only do we have new data 
points, we also have some new vo-
cabulary to learn on the individual 
student and building reports, you will 
see terms like Claim and Performance 
Level. 

Claims are the “big picture” goals 
for describing student mastery of the 
skill, area, or topic within the content 
standards. 

English Language Arts test ques-
tions fall into two areas (claims) of the 
Kansas English Language Arts Stan-
dards. Claim 1 (Reading) is shown as 
a whole sub-score and then broken 
down into sub-scores for literature 
(RL) and informational (RI) texts. The 
claims for ELA are:

•Claim 1: Reading. These questions 
require students to read and compre-
hend literary (a story or poem) and 
information texts (such as a science-
related article or historical speech). 
Claim 1 measures reading skills in-
cluding identifying central ideas, de-
termining word meanings, and using 
evidence to support inferences.  

•Claim 2: Writing. These questions 
require students to apply writing and 
language skills to edit and revise com-
posed text. Claim 2 measures writing 
skills such as revising text into a logical 
order; identifying words or phrases to 
replace incorrect text given a purpose, 
audience, or task; and identifying and 
correcting errors in grammar, spelling, 
and mechanics.

Mathematics test questions cover 
the four main areas (claims) of the 
Kansas Mathematics Standards. Since 

there are fewer questions on the test 
for Problem Solving, Communicating 
and Reasoning, and Modeling and 
Data Analysis, claims 2 through 3 have 
been grouped together on the graph. 
The claims for Math are:

•Claim 1: Concepts and Proce-
dures. These questions require stu-
dents to explain and apply math-
ematical concepts and interpret and 
carry out mathematical procedures 
with precision and fluency.

•Claim 2: Problem Solving. These 
questions require students to solve 
a range of complex problems using 

knowledge, problem solving strate-
gies, and mathematical tools.

•Claim 3: Communicating and 
Reasoning. These questions require 
students to explain their reasoning, 
defend their answers, critique the 
reasoning of others and ask clarifying 
questions.

•Claim 4: Modeling and Data Anal-
ysis. These questions require students 
to analyze complex, real-world situ-
ations and construct and use math-
ematical models to solve problems, 
as well as interpret their result in the 
context of a situation.
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As the assessment system 
develops, we are committed to 
the belief that our children are 
more than just a test score. We 

take pride in teaching the whole 
child and believe that all 

children deserve to learn in 
a safe, caring environment in 

which they receive a 21st 
Century education that prepares 

them for their future in the 
college or career that they 

choose.
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Last summer, the Kansas State De-
partment of Education met with Kan-
sas teacher, administrators, and other 
policy leaders to determine how the 
results would be grouped into perfor-
mance categories. The Kansas Board 
of Education approved these perfor-
mance levels in September. 

Performance levels break the com-
plete range of scaled scores (220-380) 
into four categories. The range for ev-
ery performance level is different for 
each grade and content area. The de-
scriptions for each performance level 
are:

Level 4: Student is exceeding grade 
level standards and is on track for col-
lege and career readiness.

Level 3: Student is performing on 
grade level and is on track for college 
and career readiness.

Level 2: Student is performing on 
grade level but not quite on track for 
college and career readiness.

Level 1: Student is performing be-
low grade level.

It seems odd to say that a student 
can be performing on grade level and 
is not quite on track for college and 
career readiness. So, what’s the differ-
ence between on grade level but not 
quite on track (level 2) and on track 
for college & career readiness (levels 
3-4)? 

Level 2 means that the student can 
perform the expectations based on 
the standards written for that grade. 
College and Career Readiness (levels 

3-4) means that the student demon-
strates some of the skills that would be 
needed for their success in the future. 
These skills includes critical thinking, 
the student’s ability to explain or de-
fend an answer, and the ability to ap-
ply their learning to a new or different 
situation.

You can find information about the 
Kansas standards and assessments at 
the Kansas Assessment Program web-
site, http://www.ksassessments.org, 
or visit the Kansas State Department 
of Education website at http://www.
ksde.org. 

We are excited to begin our journey 
within this new assessment system as 

we look at our scores. Our staff cham-
pioned each student through this new 
testing process and we appreciate all 
of the hard work and determination of 
our students and staff. We celebrate 
the combined efforts of everyone as a 
team that truly exemplifies our district 
mission, “The Relentless Pursuit of Ex-
cellence.”

For further clarification, please 
contact:

•Teresa Tosh, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Learning Services, ttosh@
usd261.com or 316-554-2205

•Jennifer Reed, K-12 Curriculum 
and Assessment Coordinator, jreed@
usd261.com or 316-554-2205.

Example of Student Score

STATE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) PERFORMANCE RANGE
Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4

3 220 - 275 276 - 299 300 - 326 327 - 380
4 220 - 270 271 - 299 300 - 334 335 - 380

5 220 - 274 275 - 299 300 - 325 326 - 380
6 220 - 276 277 - 299 300 - 335 336 - 380

7 220 - 274 275 - 299 300 - 334 335 - 380
8 220 - 264 265 - 299 300 - 333 334 - 380

10 220 - 268 279 - 299 300 - 333 334 - 380

Grade Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
3 220 - 275 276 - 299 300 - 328 329 - 380
4 220 - 265 266 - 299 300 - 330 331 - 380

5 220 - 272 273 - 299 300 - 325 326 - 380
6 220 - 272 273 - 299 300 - 328 329 - 380

7 220 - 265 266 - 299 300 - 341 342 - 380
8 220 - 273 274 - 299 300 - 335 336 - 380

10 220 - 274 275 - 299 300 - 332 333 - 380

STATE MATH PERFORMANCE RANGE
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•Haysville USD 261 mails newsletters to district residents several times a school year. We realize with a saturation mailing, some people outside our district will receive these 
newsletters. We hope readers will enjoy reading about the exciting things happening in the Haysville Public Schools. All correspondence related to the newsletter should be 
sent to: Liz Hames, Communications Director, 1745 West Grand, Haysville, KS 67060, (316) 554-2200, lhames@usd261.com. Find out more about the district at www.usd261.
com, www.facebook.com/haysvillepublicschools, www.twitter.com/usd261 or www.haysvilleusd261.com.

•Haysville USD 261 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, age, sex, disability, or military status, in admission or access to, or treatment 
or employment in its programs and activities. Any person having inquiries concerning Haysville Public School's compliance with the regulations implementing Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (Section 504), or Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), may contact the 
Assistant Superintendent for Personnel, Dr. Michael Clagg, 1745 W. Grand, Haysville, KS 67060, 316-554-2200.

1745 West Grand
Haysville, KS  67060

Thank you for supporting your student’s participation in the Kansas Assessment Pro-
gram. In Kansas, we believe in the need for high quality, meaningful 

assessments that are aligned to college and career ready academic standards and that 
challenge students to demonstrate the depths of their knowledge. The assessment your 
student took earlier this spring did just that. 

While assessments should not be viewed as the “end 
all, be all,” they do provide a critical piece of informa-
tion that helps to inform instruction as well as provide 
consistent benchmarking to ensure students are pre-
pared for whatever path they choose to pursue after 

graduation. State assessments provide an opportunity for teachers, parents, 
and students alike to check in on the student’s progress. 

Your student may have commented that this year’s assessment was more 
difficult than in previous years, and they would be right. Kansas adopted more 
rigorous academic standards in 2010, and this year’s assessment was the first time students were asked to dem-
onstrate their mastery of skills such as critical thinking. When you receive your student’s scores, it is important 
to remember they cannot be compared to your student’s performance in previous years. Doing so would be like 
comparing apples to oranges – there simply is no comparison. 

Kansas schools are among the best in the nation, and we all share in the responsibility of and commitment 
to ensuring the success of your student. 

Thank you for your continued support of Kansas education and for being the most important champion for 
your student’s education success. 

Thanks for Supporting Kansas Assessment Program

Sincerely, 
Dr. Randy Watson 
Kansas Commissioner of Education


